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County and State Corrections Officers Team Up to Advocate for Criminal Justice Improvements
Corrections Unions to Promote “Safety First” Campaign

Asserting that cost cutting in the area of corrections at the state and county level has gone too far and is putting public safety at risk, Doug Justus, President of the King County Corrections Guild, and John Conaty, Communications Chairman of Local 308, Washington Federation of State Employees (Community Corrections Officers), announced that their organizations are uniting to advocate for improvements in our criminal justice system.

“Felons released early; communities unable to recruit enough applicants to open a new jail; cities scrambling to find places to house their inmates; problems with jail health services.  These aren’t isolated incidents, they are part of a consistent pattern,” said Justus.  “We understand the need to control costs, but at some point public safety has to become a higher priority than budget efficiencies.  That’s why we’re calling our campaign, Safety First.”

“We support efforts at the state and county level to use community corrections to manage populations and help offenders re-enter society,” said Conaty.  “Those programs, however, should be limited to offenders who are not a threat to public safety, and they are only effective if there are local jail beds and treatment programs available.  Neither of those standards are being met today.”  

Justus and Conaty said they would advocate for at least four objectives (Details and supporting information attached):

· Reform community corrections practices at the state and county level to prevent dangerous offenders from threatening public safety. 
· Increase state prison capacity, and reopen regional discussions on increasing King County jail capacity.  
· Reopen the Kent Regional Justice Center jail to 24 Hour booking.   
· Ensure adequate staffing levels, retirement and compensation for Corrections Officers.

Justus and Conaty said they looked forward to discussing these issues with county and state elected officials, and educating the public regarding the state of our corrections system.  They also said they were in discussions with other law enforcement organizations who may join their coalition.

“For several years the primary objective in criminal justice has been cost cutting,” said Justus.  “The pendulum has swung too far; its time to put safety first again.”

